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Preach'd i in 


1 2 C burch, Dublin, & C. 


— 


2 Cor i. 10. 


Who Jelruered us from ſo great a death, oy doth | 
deliver, in whom we truſt that he wall yet deli 
ver ur. : 


Words, tis neceſſary to look back to ver. 8. 

of this Chapter, m_ St. Paul gives the Co- 
rinthiansan Account of ſome Trouble, which not long 
before came to him in Afia, What this Trouble was 
there is no occaſion now co enquire; Tis ſufficient to 
know, it was ſome very great one, from which he had 
no Hopes, by any Strength or Power of his own, to 


- clcape : He therefore owns his Deliverance to have 
11 l 


* O n the | WIE and Deſign of cheſs 


been wrought by the Hand of God; and this occaſion 
being given he enlarges his Thoughts, acknowledges 


the Interpoſition of the Divine Providence in ſeveral 
other Deliverances that had been wrought for him, 
and declares his firm Truſt and Reliance thereon, as 


a ſure Defence againſt all future Evils and Calamities. 
Here then we have a very proper Pattern to copy 
after, in the Performance of the Duty this Day incum- 


bent on us. We are met together to praiſe God for 


ſignal Mercies already received, and to implore the 
Continuance of his Favour and Protection. Now to 


perform this Service barely with our Mouths, and in 


outward Shew and Geſture, is vain and impious; and 
tis impoſſible to perform it otherwiſe, unleſs, as 
St. Paul does, we acknowledge the Interpoſition of the 


Divine Infinite Wiſdom and Power in the Manage- 


ment of humane Affairs: This will make it rational 


of 3 
ow” : 


, 
3 —— — 


is 


| abode can give us ſure and certain Hopes that he will 
yet deliver us. 


That I may e what i in me lies, to raiſe? in 
your Minds theſe Sentiments, which on chis Occaſion 


become rational Men and Chriſtians, my Buſineſs in 
the following Diſcourſe ſhall be this. 


1. To give ſome ſhort Account of the Reaſons why 
we ought to conſider all the Bleſſings that befal us as 
coming from God, and accordingly return Thanks 


for them. 
1:27 To undder the ae of choſe Dienen 


Which particularly occaſion the preſent Solemnity, and 


ſhew that they are ſuch as juſtly exact from us our beſt 
Sacrifice of Praiſe and Thankſgiving. | 
3. To enquire whether there be any other ſignal 


Mercy more lately vouchſafed to us, which may alſo 


require our ſolemn Thanks, and warrant our ſaying 
wich St. Paul, that God who delivered us from ſo grear 


a death, doth yet deliver us. And, 
"4 Lafth, To ſhew how we ought to form our the-- 


ture Conduct, both to manifeſt a rational and Chri- 
ſian Gratitude for Benefits already receiv d; and to 
lay a ſure Foundation of future Truſt 1 in che Divine 


Fayour and Protection. 


1. The general Reaſons why we ought to receive 


all Bleſſings as coming from God, are fo by and 


obvious, that much need not be ſaid to explain or il- 


luſtrate chem. 
5  Whoeyer 


vetſe by the Word of his Power, continues always to 


govern it by his Providence; and that which humane 


Reaſon, rightly exercis'd, diſcovers to be true, is ful- 
ly declar d, and inculcated in the Chriſtian Revela- 
tion. Now he Who acknowledges this general Do- 


ctrine, does at the ſame time confeſs, that all Events 


that do or can happen, muſt originally and ultimate- 


ly come from God, becauſe this is the plain Notion 


of the Providence of God, that He conducts, diſpoſes, 


and governs the Univerſe, and every Part thereof ac- 


cordingto His good Pleaſure. 


But now; Tho' it be in general moſt true, that : 


all Events whatſoever do come from God, yet there 


is a very remarkable Difference in the manner in which 


they arc to be aſcrib'd to him; To form a clear No- 
tion of which 'twill be neceſſary to obſerve two 


Things: 


1. The firſt 15 this: That God, in the firſt W | 


tion of all things, has given to the ſeveral Orders of 
Beings ſeveral Powers, and has alſo ſettled certain 
Laws of Nature, according to which the various Parts 


of the material World move and perform their ſeveral 
Operations in a regular uniform manner: This bein 92 


ſo, tis manifeſt that to the Production of many E 


fects, no other Act or Concurrence of the Divine 


Tower is neceſſary, beſide this general one, by which 


he 


Whoever purſues the Dietaces of his own Reaſon 
with moderate Attention, will eaſily be led to ac- 
knowledge, that God, who at firſt created the Uni- 


, * 
rr . . 8 
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he ä every POR. gn al continues to it the 
Exerciſe of thoſe natural Powers and Capacities of 


acting, with which in its firſt Formation it was endued. 


2. The ſecond thing to be obſerv'd is this; That 
God, who originally gave theſe Powers and fix d theſe 
Laws, has at all times a Power of altering them, or 


' ſuſpending their common and ordinary Effects, and 
does actually exerciſe this Power on thoſe Occaſions, 


which he in his Infinite Wiſdom knows to require 
ſuch an Interpoſition. That God has ſuch a Power 
every one muſt own, who owns him to be an intel- 


ligent infinitely perfect free Being: There are alſo 
ſome Inſtances in which the Exerciſe of it is manifeſt, 


and many more wherein, according to our beſt Ap- | 
prehenſions of things, tis highly rational to allow it, 
for this plain Reaſon, Becauſe 'tis often found that 
Natural Cauſes, apply d with the utmoſt Skill and 


Dexterity of the wiſeſt Men, do often fail to produce 


their genuine Effects, according to the Reflexion of 


Solomon, I returned and ſaw under the Sun, that the 
race is not to the ſwift, nor the battle to the frong, nei- 
ther yet bread to the wiſe, nor yet riches to men of under- 
landing, nor yet favour to men of Hu; but time and 


chance, i. e. The ſecret Direction of an infinite over- 


ruling Power, happens to them all. Eccl. ix. 11. 


From theſe two Principles then We are caſily led 


to diſcover a two- fold Notion of Divine Providence. 


1. The firſt is; That, As the Original Univerſal 


Cauſe of all created Beings, and of all the "* 
an 


Ends deſign'd by him in the whole. 


* EE 
and Faculties with which they are endued, He, by a 
continu'd Act of his Power, ſupports and preſerves 
them in being, and allows them ſuch an Exerciſe of 
their Powers as is ſuitable to their reſpective Natures, 


and may be conſiſtent with the Attainment of the 


„ 


2. Theother Notion of Divine Providence is, That 
by a particular Interpoſition on ſome certain Occa- 


ſions, He diſpoſes things of ſet Purpoſe to the Pro- 


duction of ſome certain Effect; the former of theſe is 
called God's Ordinary or General Providence; the latter, 


Extraordinary or particular: The Operations of the one 
are conſtant and uniform, and the Moment they ceaſe, 
the Univerſe, and all that is in it, muſt ceaſe to have a 
Being: But the Operations of the other We may ra- 


tionally conceive to be leſs frequent, on certain great 


Occaſions, which are worthy a new and particular 


Interpoſition. 


To diſtinguiſh accurately between thoſe Events, 
which flow from the one and the other, is moſt com- 
monly a Task too hard for humane Underſtanding. 


In ſome few Caſes indeed we may determine with 
ſufficient Certainty, becauſe one Side of the Queſtion 
may be reduced to a Contradiction, as is manifeſt in 


the Caſe of miraculous Operations on the one hand, 
and that of the Production of moral Evil on the other. 


But in moſt of the Occurrences of Life, tis not poſſible 


for us clearly to diſtinguiſh between the Ordinary and 


Extraordinary Operations of God's Providence: Nor 
ö 1918 
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is it any way neceſſary We ſhould, becauſe towhich- 
_ ever We aſcribe. them, no Abſurdity follows, be- 


cauſe alſo, which is moſt material, there is either | 


way a ſufficient Foundation for the Performance of 
thoſe Duties which Right Reaſon and the Chriſtian 
Religion require. 55 
Io inſtance in that which We are oblig'd this Day 
to perform, the Duty of Thankſgiving. Suppoſe a 
ſingle Perſon or Nation to have been deliver d from 
an imminent Danger, or by ſome fortunate Event to 
have recciv'd a conſiderable Increaſe of Happineſs ; 
Whether this be conceiv'd to happen according to the 
general Laws of Nature, or to reſult from a particu- 
lar Interpoſition of Providence, there is, I ſay, either 
way a Rational Foundation for Praiſe "and Thankſ- 
giving; Becauſe either way the Bleſſing muſt be ac- = 
| knowledg'd to come from God: If a particular In- 
terpoſition be ſuppoſed, the Caſe is clear, and admits 
of no Diſpute: But tho' it be concerv'd to reſult from 
general Laws, yet Since theſe Laws are at all times 
ſubject to his Power, Since All the Effects and Con- 
| ſequences of them are ever open to his View, It fol- 
lows that 'tis his Will, that that Deliverance ſhould 
be wrought, or that happy Event be produc'd in Fa- 
vour of that Perſon or Nation, or otherwiſe He might, 
and would alter the Courſe of things, ſo as to ſtop 


and prevent it; And doubtleſs, if it be the Will — 5 


God, that any Bleſſing befal Mankind, tis their Du- 
ty to offer unto Him the Tribute of Praiſe and Thankf- 


giving. | | meg 


And thus 1 have given you as clear an Account, as 


© in ſo ſhort a Compals I was able, of the Reaſons why 5 


we ought to receive all Bleſſings as coming from 


God, and accordingly return Thanks to him for 


them. 1 proceed therefore to the ſccond thing pro- 
pos'd. 
2. To conſider the 6 af thoſs 8 


which particularly occaſion the preſent Solemnity, _ 
and ſhew that they are ſuch as juſtly exact from us 
our beſt Sacrifice of Praiſe and Thankſgiving. . 


To form a right Notion of the Value and Impor- 


tance of theſe Deliverances, It may notbe amiſs to 
take a ſhort View of Humane Nature, that thereby 


we may ſee what State and Condition of Life is real- 
ly moſt productive of Mens truc Welfare and Hap- 
inels. 
: Now ſince Right Reaſon or the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion inform us, that Man is deſign'd for an Eternal 
State of Exiſtence in a Life to come, after this ſhort 
and tranſitory one ſhall have an end; It follows, that 
The Happineſs of each ſingle Perſon, and conſequent. 
ly of any given Number, is properly to be conſider d 


with a View to both theſe. 


If We conſider Men with Reſpect to * Concerns 
of this Life, Tis obviouſly neceſſary to their Welfare 


and Happineſs, that they enter into Society; Becauſe in 


this Way they are moſt ſecure from violent Invaſions 
either of their Lives or Properties. For whereas in a 


State of Nature the only Oppoſition that can be made 


n 


"Tal. 


to unjuſt 1 atiſes from the ſingle Strengel of the 
injur'd Perſon, which is no more than equal to that 
of the Aggreſſor, In Society, where the Natural 
Strength and Powers of great Numbers are united, 


an Inſult offer d to any one, draws on the Offender - 


the Power of the whole; by which Means He com- 
monly undergoes a Puniſhment proportion'd to his 
Offence, Others of evil Diſpoſitions are terriſied and 
reſtrain d from offending, and the Honeſt and Virtu- 
ous are better ſecur'd in the Enjoyment of the inno- 


cent Comforts and Satisfactions of Life, chan 1 in aß 


other way they could poſſibly be. 
Ihe great End then, which Men pn by 2b 
together in Society, being to ſecure each other from 
Violence, and this End being no way to be obtain'd, 
but by an Union of the Natural Strength and Powers 
of the ſeveral Members, It follows that in every So- 
ciety, there muſt be ſome Form or other of Civil 
Goverment, becauſe otherwiſe there is no Principle of 
Union to direct the diſtinct Wills and Actions of ſingle 
— to a publick End, i. e. the Good of the whole 
0 


But the Forms of Civil Government 8 obtain - 
in the World are various, and not all equally fitted co - 


anſwer the general End of their Inſticution: Where, 


for inſtance, the Lives, Liberties, and Properties of 


all are ſubject to the arbicrary Will and Pleaſure of 
a ſingle Man, the True Ends of Government are ſo 
little anſwer d, that tis really worſe to live under it 
than 1 in a State of Nature. 
| * For 


. . 10 
For as the Prince's Will and Inclination to do hurt 
may be as great as that of any other Perſon, with 


whom, in a State of Nature, We are upon a Foot of 
Equality; So is his Power infinitely greater, becauſe 


in him the Force and Strength of Numbers is united, 
and may therefore be effectually employ d to execute 
his evil, oppreſſive, or cruel Deſigns: From whence 
it is manifeſt, that no Civil Government can be in 


any Degree perfect, or productive of the common 
Happineſs of Mankind, where the laſt Reſort of Power 


is the Arbitrary Will and Pleaſure of a fingle Perſon. 
In order therefore to attam the great and valuable 


Ends for which Men enter into Society, tis neceſſary 
that ſome General Rules or Laws be fix'd and mutu- 
ally agreed to by the ſeveral Conſtituent Parts of the 


panes Body, according to which the Power is to 
diſpos'd, and the Government adminiſtred for 


the good of the whole; and becauſe in the firſt 


Inſtitution of a Society, tis impoſſible ro foreſee every 


| thing that may beuſcfulor neceffary to its well-being 


in all future times, tis further requiſite, that there 


ſhould ſomewhere be lodg'd a Power of annulling 
the old and making new Laws and Conſtitutions for 


the Publick Good, © 155 
No if this Power be lodg'd in the Hands of any 


one Perſon, He then is poſſeſs'd of a Sovereignty ab- 
ſolutely unlimited and arbitrary, and the whole Bo- 


dy are as much Slaves to his Will, as if no Laws had 
ever been made: For to be able to change, annul, or 
diſpenſe with all Laws, or make new ones at Pleaſure, 


is to be able to impoſe his Arbitrary Will, as the ſole 
Law to which the People are to give Obedience. And 
therefore to avoid the many diſmal Conſequences of 
ſuch a deſpotick Power, tis neceſſary that the Body of 
the People ſhould ſome way or other, either collectiwe- 
ly, or by their Repreſentatives conſent to all Changes 
and Alterations made in theſe Laws: And in this con- 
ſiſts the proper formal Notion of Liberty in Social Life. 
Where therefore a Civil Conſtitution is form'd on 
theſe Maxims, where there is ſuch a well-temper'd 
_ equal Diſtribution of Power in the ſeveral principal 
Parts of the Society, that no one can eaſily oppreſs 
or deſtroy another, Where the Fundamental Laws are 
ſo fram'd, as beſt to promote the Good of the whole, 
to give every Man a fair and equal Title to the En- 
joyment of his Life, Liberty, and Property, Where all 
material Changes made in theſe Laws muſt be made 
by the Conſent of the People themſelves, or a Number 
of choſen Perſons, whoſe Intereſts are mterwoven 
with thoſe of their Fellow-Subjects, And where theſe 
Laws are ſteadily and impartially executed by pru- 
dent, active, and vigilant Minifters, evident it is, that 
by the reciprocal Performance of all the Duties rela- 
tive to theſe Laws, by thoſe who govern and thoſe 
who are governed, the whole Body obtains the full 
and complete End, they did or could propoſe by firſt 
entering into Society; i e. they have made the beſt 
and ſureſt Proviſion for their Welfare and f 
in this Lite: And if in ſuch a Society as this, Men 
have it fairly in their Power to underſtand and practiſe 


the 


12 


the true Chriſtian Religion, 'which by the Appoint- 
ment of God is the neceſſary Means to ſecure Eter- 
nal Happineſs in a Life to come, nothing is wanting 


to make the Condition of all thoſe who are Members 
of it, as happy and bleſſed, as the preſent Condition 
of humane Nature will admit. 

From what has been ſaid then we may eaſily feet 
a juſt Notion of the Greatneſs of the two Delive- 


rances we this Day commemorate. 


In the ſhort Deſcription I have attempted to give of 
perfect Government, I have in Effect deſcrib'd the 


TRUE BRITISH CONSTITUT10 N: And ſince 


to live under ſuch a Government, is, as has been pro- 
ved, to have all Means of Happineſs fairly in our 
Power, It follows moſt evidently, that the Preſerva- 
tion of this happy Conſtitution in Church and State, 


from great and imminent Dangers, is really the great- 
eſt Bleſſing, which, as a Nation or People, we are ca- 


pable of receiving. Now, That this was the happß 
Effect of both theſe Deliverances, which ought to 


make. this Day ever memorable to Engliſhmen and ” 


Proteſtants i is too plain to need any Proof. 
Ihe main Deſign of our Enemies was indeed to extir- 


pate Hereſy, i. e. in plain Words to aboliſh the Profeſſion 


of true and uncorruptedChriſtianity, and to re- eſtabliſn 
the Romiſb Religion: But the Means they made choice of 
to accompliſh this Deſign, were ſuch, as muſt, together 
with the Purity of theChriſtian Religion, have deſtroy d 
the moſt valuable Rights and Privileges of a Free 


People. In the firſt Inſtance they reſoly'd, by a moſt. 


| horrid 
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hand: Invention, at once to deſtroy a Proteflant KING, 


che whole Royal Family, the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
poral and Commons, in Parliament aſſembled, that, 


under the Cover of that wild Confuſion and Diſorder 


which muſt then have overſpread the Land, they might 
build up their own Babel, and model the whole Con- 
ſtitution Civil and Religious i in that Manner which beſt 
ſuited their Inclinations. In the ſecond Inſtance They 


apply'd themſelves to manage the Diſpoſitions of a wea 


unhappy bigotted Prince, to prompt him firſt to invade 


the Civil Rights of his Subjects, and to arrogate to hiin- 


ſelf an unlimited arbitrary Power in the Adminiſtration 


bol the Government, that this Power might afterwards 


- be cmploy d to deſtroy the Legal Securities of our cſta- 
bliſh'd Church, and introduce, as the Stile of thoſe Times 
was, the King's Religion. 
And Had they ſucceeded in either Attempt We at 
this Day muſt have been completely miſerable : Had 
they ſucceeded in the former, Our Forefathers had firſt 
worn the galling Yoke, and had tranſmitted it down to 
us their Poſterity : Had they ſucceeded in the latter, We 
had been doom'd co equal, . e. in Truth to the great- 
eſt Wretchedneſs. For, to ſay all in one Word, We 
muſt either have died on the Scaffold; or at the Stake, 
or haveliv'd lakes and Papiſts. 
But God was pleas d in both Inſtances to bring to 
nought the Counſels of theſe wicked Men; In the firſt In- 
ſtance, by a ſurprizing Diſcovery of their helliſh Deſign, 
a few Days before that fix d for the Execution; In the Jat- 
ter, by * up to us a * Deliverer, the late Glo- 


rious 


_ 


rious King WILLIAM, under whoſe Influence and 
Reign, the T ruth and Purity of the Chriſtian Religion, 
in Oppoſition to Superſtition and Idolatry, and the Rights 


of a free People, in Oppoſition to Slavery and Oppreſſion, 


wire happily vindicated and reſtor d to a flouriſhing State 


and Condition. 
But, tho this Great and Wonderful Deliverance was 


wrought for us, yet ſomething was ſtill wanting to com- 


lete our Happineſs. To ſee what this was, and there- 
by to form a comprehenſive Notion of the ſeveral gra- 
cious Diſpenſations of Divine Providence in our Favour, 
'twill be neceſſary to proceed to the 3d thing propos'd. 

3. To enquire whether there be any other Signal Mer- 
cy more lately vouchſafed to us, which may alſo require 


our ſolemn Thanks, and warrant our ſaying with St. Paul, 


that God who deliver d us from fo great a death, doth yet 
deliver us. 


Now if, as has bref ears: the late Revolntion, and 


the Sertlement which follow'd thereon, was a very great 


and valuable Blefling to theſe Nations, Ir does from 


' thence moſt manifeſtly follow, that the limiting the Suc- 


ceſſion of the Crown to his preſent Majeſty and his Iſſue, 
being Proteſtants, was a great and National Bleffing alſo; | 


| Becauſe this was the beſt way, which human Wiſdom 


and Foreſight could poſſibly make choice of, to ſecure 


the Continuance of our Happineſs, and prevent our fal- 


ling into new Confuſions. 
The Truth of this Aſſertion is, in point of Reaſon, 


as obvious as any Proof can make it: And yet in fact, 
u has happen 'd, That now this Settlement has actually | 
; obtain' d 


[15 Tz 
obtain * now that by a right Uſe of the Advantages 
we thereby became poſſeſs d of, by an Union of Hearts 

and Affections to ſecure our common Intereſts, every 
Member of the Society might have a fair Capacity of 
enjoying the moſt valuable Bleſſings of Life, many are, 

by 1 know not what Infatuation, diſpos'd to deſire and 

attempt the Subverſion of the preſent Government, and 
to turn their Eyes and Inclinations towards another Per- 
ſon, who, for the common Good of theſe Nations, is 

by Law rendered incapable of ever reigning over them. 

I 0o account for the Conduct of the vaſtly greater 

Part of theſe Men, upon any rational or conſiſtent Prin- 

_ ciples, is utterly impoſſible: Some few indeed there are 
among them, who ſcem to act upon a miſtaken Prin- 
ciple of Conſcience, thoſe, I mean, who having im- 
bib 'd falſe Notions of the Nature and End of Civil Go- 
vernment, and of the Will of God relating thereto, do 

' hold that the late Revolution and, of conſequence, the 
preſent Settlement of the Crown, are unlawful and not 
to be ſubmitted to. 

Now tho from the cleareſt Maxims ſo right Reaſon, 
and from the Conceſſions alſo of many zealous Aſſertors 
of Paſſive Obedience, it moſt manifeſtly appears, that 

theſe Men have all along acted, and continue to act on 
miſtaken and abſurd Principles; yet as long as thro' the 

| Weakneſs of their Underſtanding, or the Power of in- 

vcterate Prejudice, theſe Principles do to them appear 

to be true, it mult be own'd that they go upon a con- 

iſtent Foundation, and are therefore more ne of - 
Pity than Reſentment. 


But 


| L 
But what ſhall we ſay of thoſe Men who have out- 


wardly acknowledg'd the Lawfulneſs of the preſent 
Settlement, have given the Government thoſe legal 


Securities, by which Allegiance is more ſtrongly bound. 


on the Conſciences of Men, and are ready, as often as 


there is occaſion, to repeat them, and yet are in their 
Hearts and Affections, and, as far as they dare, in their 
Actions, Enemies to that Prince to whom they have 
vow'd Obedience, and Friends to him whom they have 
ſolemnly abjur d? Can any thing be imagin'd more 
Wicked, more Fooliſh, than ſuch a Behaviour? Wic- 
ked, inaſmuch ay they trample under foot the ſtrongeſt. 
Moral and Religious Obligations; Fooliſh, inaſmuch as 
they do this in order to bring utter Ruin on themſelves 
and their Country, to pull up the Foundations of Civil 

Liberty, and ſubject theſe Nations to the intolerable 


Yoke of Romiſh Superſtition 2 


That theſe muſt be the diſmal Conſequences of any 
Revolution in Favour of the Pretender is ſo plain and 
obvious, that *ris as truly aſtoniſhing all Men do not fee 


it, as that any who do ſhould wiſh or deſire ſo unhap- 


py an Alteration. 

For what can at firſt Vow be more obvious, than 
that the Pretenſions this Perſon has to the Crown of theſe 
Realms, arc founded in the Doctrines of Indefeaſible, 


Hereditary Right, and a ſlaviſh unlimited Paſſive Obedi- 


ence relative to that Right, That theſe Doctrines lay a 


certain Foundation of abſolute Arbitrary Power, and at 


once diſſolve the Bands of all Laws, that are or can be 


fram d to ſecure the Ons and Privileges of the People; 


| And 


Y 


Fan | 


And death that He who derives under them uf 
think himſelf free from all Obligation to grant any thing 
for their Good, any further than his own Diſpoſition 
may prompt him, or the preſent Neceſſity of his Affairs 
may oblige him to captivate their Affections, by ſpeci- 
ous Shews and Profeſſions: Which Neceſſity being re- 
mov'd, He may and doubtleſs muſt be well inclin d to 
exert his utmoſt Strength, and exerciſe that Power of 
which he finds himſelf poſſcſs d, in its moſt rigorous 
Extent. This we have Reaſon to apprehend, not only 
on account of that natural Fondneſs which Men poſleſs'd 
of Power generally have for enlarging it, But on ac- 


| count alſo of thoſe great Reſentments which He has 


conceiv'd againſt theſe Nations, for Injuries He appre- 
hends He has receiv'd from them: Reſentments, which 
tho' for a time Prudence may oblige him to difſemble 
them, will yet probably revive on any favourable Jun- 


cture of puniſhing thoſe who have abandon'd, or in- 


deed thoꝰ ſecretly well inclin d, have not openly avow'd 
his Intereſts. j 

Againſt theſe Inclinations the moſt lem Oaths and 
Promiſes are but a very weak Security: Daily Experience 


informs us of how little Force the ſtrongeſt Moral O- 


bligations are to repreſs and conquer the Impulſes of 
Reſentment or Ambition: And truly nothing can be 
more unreaſonable, than that they whoſe whole Courſe 
of acting is built on the moſt manifeſt Contempt of ſuch 
Obligations, ſhould yet think or N _ others will 
be err =O them. | 


WP „ 
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But beſides this, every one who 1s acquainted with th 
Principles of the Church of Rome, cannot but know of 
how little Weight among them che moſt ſolemn Oaths 
are, which may be evaded by Equivocation and Mental 
Reſervation, or diſpens'd with and annull d for the good 
of the Catholick Cauſe. 

And this Conſideration enlarges the gloomy Proſpect, 
and plainly ſhews that our Condition under his Govern- 
ment muſt be as miſerable with Reſpect to the Intereſts 
of Religion, as it would be with Reſpect to our Civil 

Rights; becauſe by the expreſs Laws * of the Romiſh Re- 
ligion, to which He is ſo notoriouſly addicted, that He 
never would difſemble his Profeſſion, even to facilitate 
His Attempts on the Crown, He is oblig'd i in Conſci- 

ence and under Pain of forfeiting his Dominions, to ex- 

tirpate all Hereſy : Which Obligation He himſelf will 
cver be diſpos'd, * by the Influences of Pepiſh Coun- 
ſels, will daily be incited, and even compell d . co fulfill 
to the utmoſt of his Power. 

The only Hope which Proteſlants, engag'd in theſe 
Views can rationally form to themſelves of Safety or In- 
dulgence is this, That Gratitude to thoſe who promote 
his Intereſts, will oblige him to uſe them with Tender- 
neſs and Affection. But, alas! How weak and uncer- 
tain a Foundation of Security is this! For Gratitude, like 
Friendſhip, is a Virtue moſt common among Perſons of 
inferiour Condition; the Seeds thereof are indeed natu- 
rally in the Breaſts of b Princes, as well as of other Men, 
but with them it muſt frequently give way to Reaſons of 


. 


* Concil. Latęran. quart. Decfet. 3 de Heæreticis. Harduin Concil. Tom. 5 
p. 19, &c. „%% Scate; 
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State; How much more likely then is it to be over- 

Powe d by a furious bloody Zeal for Religion. 
4 As this in Point of Reaſon is very probable, fo has i it 
in fact frequently happen'd, that Princes of the Romiſh 
Perſuaſion, who have lain under the greateſt Obligations 
to their Proteſtant Subjects, and bound themſelves alſo 
by ſolemn Promiſes, to allow them the free Exerciſe of 
their Religion, have yet in a moment cancell'd all theſe, 


and have treated thoſe as Enemies, to whom they ow d 


the Power they exercis'd againſt them. For inſtance, - 
When on the Death of King Edw. VI. the Succeſſion. 
to the Crown came to be conteſted, the Hiſtories of 
| thoſe Times inform us, that many of the Reformed Re- 
ligion eſpous'd the Intereſts of Queen Mary. To theſe 
Perſons, She gave full Aſſurances, * that She would ne- 
ver male any Innovation, or Change, but be contented 
with the private Exerciſe of her own Religion: But as 
ſoon as the Crown was, chiefly by their Means, fix'd on 
her Head, She chang'd her Stile; Then to put her. in 


mind of their Services, or her own Promiſes, was Inſo?- 


lence, and a Crime which deſerved ſevere Puniſhment; 

and che poor deccived Loyal Men were cqually with 
others expoſed to the Severities of that bloodp Neign. 
The ſame was yet more glaringly the Caſe of the Pro- 

reftants in France: In the Civil Commotions rais'd in that 
Kingdom near the Beginning of the Reign of Louis XIV. 
Tis notorious that they of the Reformed Religion univer- 
ſally eſpouſed the Royal F Cauſe: Their Services at at + 


— — 


. * Burnet's Hiſtory of the Reformation, Part II. pag. 2 237. 
+ Hiſtoire de Edit de Nantes. Tom. 3. p. 1 Jo, KC. 
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time were thought ſo important, that F one of the King' 8 
greati Friends declared, That the Crown totter'd on his Head, 


but they had ſupported it. Nay the King himſelf, in a 


publick * Inſtrument, own'd, that his Szbjefs of the 
Reformed Religion had given him certain Proofs of their 
Affection and Loyalty, with which he was wery well pleaſed, 
Iheſe moſt important Services had indecd for a ſhort 
time ſome good Effects; their Rights and Privileges 
were for the preſent confirm d ro them: But they were 
gradually infring'd, till at laſt this fame King re- 
voked the Edict of. Nantes, in it ſelf perpetual, and by 
him moſt ſolemnly confirm'd, and with the utmoſt 
Rage and Cruelty perſecuted thoſe who had been the 
main Inſtruments of his Preſervation. _ 
And thus alſo it in ſome Degree happen'd abs Reign 
of the late King James. Every one knows, that when 
in the foregoing Reign, a Deſign was formed to exclude 
him from the Crown, by an Act of Legiſlature, Many 
Members of the Eſtabliſh'd Church, particularly the Bi- 
ſhops, moſt zealouſly eſpouſed his Intereſts: And yer, 
tho'to a Senſe of theſe Obligations, there was added the 
Religion of ſolemn re- iterated Promiſes to preſerve the 
Government as by Law eſtabliſhed in Church and State, 
a ſhort Experience convinced them and the Nation, that 
all this was likely to be little regarded: The Ri ghts and 
Liberties of the People were ſoon openly invaded ; Men 
of the molt diſtinguiſh'd Affection to his Perſon, Were 


+ Hiſtoire de Edit de Nantes, Tom. III. p. 114 
* Declaration donnee par le Roi Louis XIV. le 21. Mai. 1652. Pope le 
recueil d' Edits &c. a la ſin du troticme Vol. de Thiſtoire de r Edit de N antes. 
le Nombre 6. p. 38. 
told 


al 


told they muſt be of the King 's Religion or loſe his Favour: 

Several Df thoſe ſame Biſhops who tormerly had, perhaps 
with too great Warmth, eſpous'd his Intereſts, were har- 
raſs'd with Impriſonment, and an illegal Proſecution at 
Law; And who can ſay, but the next Step would, if 


che Good Providence of God had not interpos d, have 


been a bloody Perſecution. 
By theſe Inſtances you ſee hown little the ſtrongeſt 


Ties of Gratitude, and even the Obligations of ſolemm 
Oaths and Promiſes, avail, to procure Peace and Secu- 
_ rity to thoſe of the Proteſtant Religion under a Popiſh 


Prince ; the Governing Principles of his Actions muſt Ts 


that all things are lawful for the Good of the Catholick | 
Cauſe, and that Hereticks are to be deſtroy'd and rooted - 


out: And if, by any Remains of Humanity in his 
| Breaſt, He ſhould be diſpos'd to milder Meaſures, there 
never will be wanting a Number of bloody Prieſts and 


Jeſuits to animate, and even under Pain of Damnation 


to force him to the moſt ſevere and bloody Executions. 
From what has been ſaid then we may clearly ſee 
how completely wretched in all valuable Reſpects the 


Condition of theſe Nations mult inevitably be, if God 
for our Sins ſhould permit the Deſigns of ſome among 


us to have their deſir'd Effect; So that unleſs Men will 


believe, in Oppoſition to Reaſon and common Senſe, 
that the Happineſs of Mankind in this World is better 
ſecur'd by an Arbitrary Tyrannical Government, than by 


one that is /egal and limited, and that with reſpect to 


the Concerns of a Life to come, tis more for their Ad- 
vantage to be perſecuted for Righteouſneſs ſake, than to 
Pre: „ 0 
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enjoy the quiet e Profeſſio ion * the Chriſtian 


Religion in its utmoſt Purity; Unlets, I ſay, Men can 
belicye theſe moſt plain and glaring ABSURDITIE 8. 


they muſt own that all Attempts to weaken and ſubvert 
the preſent Government, thereby to promote the Inte- 


reſts of the Pretender, are not only inconſiſtent with the 
Duty we owe to His preſent Majeſty, which by many 
ſolemn Oaths we have more cloſcly bound on our Con- 


ſciences, but are deſtructive alſo of our trueſt and moſt 
valuable Intereſts. When therefore we turn our 


Thoughts 


4. To conſider how we ought to form our 1 


Conduct, ſo as to manifeſt a rational and chriſtian Gra- 


titude for Benefits received - It appears to be abſolutely 


neceſſary to this End, that we uſe our utmoſt Endeavours 
to ſupport the preſent Eſtabliſhment. For the beſt, in- 


deed the only way, in which we can ſhew a juſt Senſe 


of the Value of the Bleſſings we enjoy, is by ſtriving to 


ſecure the Continuance of them; and there is no other 


poſſible way of effecting this, but by keeping our ſelves 

on the Foundation we now are. 

Nor ſhould we therefore ſuffer our alen to be amus' d 

or ſtagger'd with the Apprehenſion of Grievances. The 
Cry of Grievances is indeed at all times popular, and 


very apt to make too deep an Impreſſion: And there- 
fore to prevent the ill Effects of it, it ought always to 


be carcfully remember'd, that not every Notion or Ap- 
prchenſion of Grievances, no nor every real Grievance 


neither, can juſtify Men's endeavouring violently to di- 
| ſturb « or oppoſe a ſettled Government, cither upon the 
t | Maxims 
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| Maxims of common Prudence, or thoſe of the Chriſti- 


an Morality. 
It appears from what has been ſaid, that the com 


mon Good of Mankind can no way be effectually ſe- 


cur'd, but by entering into Society, and that no Socic- 


ty can ſubſiſt without ſome ſettled Form of Civil Go- 


vernment. No in all Societies, different Men are acted 
by different Paſſions, and divided in their Intereſts and In- 
clinations; They therefore do and muſt entertain various 
Opinions of the Uſefulneſs and Expediency of the Meaſures 
purſu'd by thoſe who govern them: So that tis ſcarce 
poſſible that all ſhould be equally ſatisfy d with any Ad- 
miniſtration, however wiſely conducted for the Jo Ad- 
vantage of the whole Body. If therefore the Submiſ- 
ſion which by the Laws of Reaſon and Religion is due 
to lawful Governours, depended folely on the Judg- 
ment which every Man forms to himſelf of their Con- 
duct; If a ſuppoſed or imaginary Grievance were a ſuf- 
fiicent Ground for any, and in conſequence all, to reſiſt 
and oppoſe them, it would be impoſſible for any Socie- 


ty long to ſubſiſt, it muſt ſoon be deſtroy'd and ton 


in ſunder by popular Commotions. Nay, tho' we 
ſhould ſuppoſe the Grievances to be real, yet even here 
tis the Duty of Subjects ro endeavour indeed by juſt and 
peaceable Merhods to prevent or remedy the Evils they fear 
or ſuffer, but never unleſs in a Caſe of the greateſt and 
moſt grievous Neceſſity, by violent ones to diſſolve the 
Government and reduce themſelves to a more deplor- 
able Srate of Anaveſy and Confuſion. i 

* Such 


lee 

Such is the general Imperfection of Man's Nature, So 

great is the Uncertainty of all humane Concerns, that 
Men cannot but often fall ſnort of the Expectations they 
have of Happineſs in ſocial Life; the Rule of Prudence 
therefore, and of the Chriſtian Morality alſo is to chuſe 
that Method of acting, which contributes moſt to their 
own and the common Good of Mankind: And doubt- 
leſs tis more for the Good of the whole and of each Mem- 
ber of a Society to ſuffer ſome Inconvemiences, which 
may probably be one Day peaccably remedy'd, than to 
endeavour the Change or Subverſion of a Government, 
in its general Nature well calculated to anſwer the true 
Ends of its Inſtitution. i 
By theſe Maxims, which are undoubtedly Rational and 
Chriſtian, all Men ought to govern themſelves in the 
Judgments they paſs on publick Affairs, and if they do, 
then, tho' we ſhould take the worſt and moſt partial 
Repreſentations of the Enemies of our preſent Settlement 
for Realities, and much more if we conſider things can- 
didly and impartially as they are in themſclves, it will 

manifeſtly appear to be our true Intereſt, as well as our 
ſtrict and indiſpenſable Duty, cvery Man in his ſcveral 

Station, with the utmoſt Vigour and Alacrity, to con- 
cur in doing all things neceſſary to ſtrengthen the Hands 


bol His Majeſty, and to preſerve our preſent Conſtitution 


in Church and State: This is the only Way in which we 
can make any tolerable Proviſion for our own or the 
publick Happineſs; This1s one of the beſt Ways in which 
we can ſhew a Rational and a Chriſtian Gratitude for the 


Bleſſings we haye already received. B 
: 1 And 
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And to lay a ſure Foundation. of fature Truſt in the 


Divine Favour and Protection, tis further neceſſary, 


that We ſeriouſly and heartily ſer about the Reforma- 
tion of -our own; Le. 2 Fo... 
Tho' the receiving Bleſſings from the Hand of God, 
1s not always an Argument that Men are Righteous, yet 
one End and Deſign of them is to make them ſo: And if 
the Perverſeneſs and Obſtinacy of the Receivers be ſuch, 
that they are not to be wrought on by Benefits, the 
| Wrath of God may probably be kindled againſt them, 
and his Voice be heard in dreadful Judgments. 
Let then a juſt Senſe of the extraordinary Bleſſings. 


vouchſafed to us on the one Hand, And on the other, 


a juſt Fear, leaſt God in his Anger ſhould withdraw from 
us the Light of his Countenance, at laſt prevail with us 
to uſe our beſt Endeavours to put a Stop to that infa- 
mous Corruption of Manners, that open Contempt of 
all things Sacred, that Torrent of Vice, Irreligion and 
Profaneneſs, that has well nigh over-ſpread the Land, 
and gives us but too Juſt Grounds to apprehend, that 
We are cven now ripe for Deſtruction | 
If Wenegle&tro do this, our Sacrifice of Praiſe will be 

an Abomination in the Sight of God, and 'twill be the 


| higheſt Arrogance and Preſumption any longer to expect, 
bor rely on, a Continuance of the Divine Favour and 


Protection: But this if we do ſeriouſly and conſcienti- 
ouſly, we may then with good Reaſon hope and truſt, 
That the ſame God who hath formerly deliver d our 


Porefathers and us from ſo great Death, and doth yet de- 


liver, will in future Time alſo graciouſly deliver us. 
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